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PRICE 10c DECEMBER 1932 
Battleground Road, near Lafayette, 
Indiana. Tarvia-treated gravel. 
HIGHWAY OFFICIALS are inevitably attracted by 
the sound economy of Tarvia maintenance. It offers a 
simple, effective and inexpensive means of protecting 
the tremendous highway investment in existing 
macadam and gravel roads. 
The~ Company 
New York 
St. Louis 
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Providence 
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Baltimore 
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Minneapolis 
Cleveland 
Columbus 
Syracuse 
Toledo 
Philadelphia 
Hartford 
Boston 
Milwaukee 
Birmingham 
Cincinnati 
Youngstown Bethlehem 
Portland, Me. 
THE BARRETT COMPANY, Ltd. 
Montreal Toronto Winnipeg Vancouver 
Applied on gravel or old macadam, Tarvia actually 
penetrates the road and cements together the stone 
and fine particles, thus providing effective resistance 
to the disintegrating effect of traffic. This economical 
Tarvia treatment transforms gravel or macadam roads 
into durable, easy-riding highways with non-skid 
surfaces which will not wave, roll or rut. 
Whatever your road problem-new construction, 
repair or maintenance-the Tarvia field man is at 
your service with practical advice founded upon ac- 
tual experience. 'Phone, wire or write our nearest office. 
GOOD ROADS 
at LOW COST 
MAINE HIGHWAYS 
For Real Economy 
« GOH I » Culverts 
99.9o/o Pure 
Iron Copper Alloy 
Residential and 
Industrial 
FENCE 
Chain Link & Wrot Iron 
S'I~EEL SERVICE 
Reinforcing Steel + Bolts + Rods + Accessories 
Merchant Bar + Guard Rail + Snow Fence 
BANCROFT and MARTIN ROLLING MILLS CO. 
MILLS and OFFICE: SOUTH PORTLAND, MAINE 
Telephone : Forest - 4640 
QUALITY 
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~~ 
AMOS D. BRIDGE'S SONS, Inc. 
HAZARD VILLE CONNECTICUT 
Leading With 
SO CONY! 
Dealers and Service 
Stations along Maine• s 
Fine Highways Are 
Ready to Serve . . . . 
YOU - - 
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I .As qhe EJitor Sees It I 
I • 
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i l j The turn-over in automobiles is still too high. ! 
i ! 
j It is perhaps true that the railroad crossing is on the level-but don't trust it. ! 
I f 
I • 
j Says an exchange: "The hen gets results from laying down on the job, but ' l who the heck wants to be a hen ?"-Righto ! Who does? Eventually she'll get it in I 
I the neck anyhow. i 
i ~--~ i 
i i I From the viewpoint of road construction work, at least, the elements have been I 
I most kind to Maine, this Fall. The holding off of the snow has not only made I 
I possible the continuation of several projects, but, equally as important, afforded ! 
I continued employment to a representative number. Progress from now on depends I 
! on the kind of weather which follows in the wake of the recent storm. j 
I : • I 
I • • I I For its first year of service, the Waldo-Hancock Bridge earned for the State • I $73,623.25, or about $8,000.00 more than was required to meet its operating expenses f 
! and payments on its construction costs for a year. The number of persons crossing j 
l the bridge in that period was 357 ,818; motor vehicles, 125,941; horse-drawn vehicles, j 
1 388. These figures furnish a rather striking blow at Old Man Depression, although j 
! they may be rather hard on the red ink industry. j 
I ; 
" I I " I Book reviewing is out of our line; neither is it a highway activity. But when a t 
l Maine-bred, Maine-educated author comes to the front with a fine story, we deem it j 
l in order to extend our compliments. The book in mention is Pal, written by Arthur j 
l C. Bartlett, formerly of Norway, now residing in New York City. Despite his youth, j 
! Mr. Bartlett has had seven books published, all worthwhile and interesting. Pal is j 
! his latest. It is filled with action, entertaining to a marked degree, woven about the j 
l State of Maine and-perhaps above all, in this day-is a clean, wholesome effort, a j 
I credit to the library shelf of any home. There's a real place for such authors as ~ 
j this young man from Maine. ! " .__, I I ~--- g 
i ! 
j In concluding the page, at this time, if you think we've forgotten something, look ! 
j on the back cover. ! 
i ! ~ I I : 
i ! • I I ~ 
• I I ~ ~ I 
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GOVERNOR GARDINER 
Four Ilears 
I T would seem appropriate, through the medium of MAINE HIGHWAYS, for me to express a farewell word 
to all of those with whom I have worked in the ser- 
vice of the State of Maine for the last four years. Time 
passes quickly, and the pleasant associations with other 
public servants bring memories that exclude many of the 
trials and vexations that often come in the 
door of the Executive Office. 
I would like to express a special word to 
those who have made possible the good 
work of the Highway Department since 
1929. This Department is our largest 
and it has been impossible to maintain 
any personal contact with more than a 
small number of its officials and em- 
ployees. In checking over State activities, 
however, it has been a pleasure to reach 
the orderly and efficient system of High- 
way Department affairs. 
The Code Bill necessitated a change 
in the entire method of the State's ac- 
counting procedure and, concurrently, with the estab- 
lishing of the office of State Controller, came a demand 
for an official of the greateet degree of skill, patience, 
ability and willingness. The State drew upon the 
Highway Department to fill this important office, the 
Chief Accountant, of thirteen years' experience, being 
selected. The accounts of the Highway Department 
are handled in the Controller's office just as all other 
accounts, and the fiscal year now conforms to that 
of other State agencies. It has not perhaps been 
generally realized that the Highway Department is as 
much "under the Code bill" as other departments. The 
only exception is that the purchase of highway com- 
modities may, with the approval of the Commissioner of 
Finance, be handled direct rather than through the 
Bureau of Purchases. Approval for this has been given 
because of the special nature of these commodities and 
the fact that it is simpler and more economical to handle 
such matters separately than to expand the Bureau to the 
necessary size to handle the business. 
A review of some of the accomplishments of the last 
four years in highway matters takes us over a period 
which has witnessed the greatest advance yet made in 
bl] .----' 
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improved road service. The State of Maine, with its 
33,000 square miles of area, with its population of some 
800,000 people, with its valuation of some $757,000,- 
000.00 and its general resources, may well point with 
pride to its existing highway system. 
In 1929 a $15,000,000.00 bond issue was provided, and 
by the close of the present year amounts thus far 
authorized-namely, $8,000,000.00 for roads 
and $4,000,000.00 for bridges-will very 
nearly have been spent. 
A very wise provision accompanied this 
bond issue: That instead of attacking the 
problem of what roads to improve, as a 
different matter for each year, there should 
be a four-year program. This was laid 
out very carefully by the Highway Depart- 
ment and approved by the Governor and 
Council. The result has been continuity of 
work and systematic improvement, with equitable 
distribution of the improvements through- 
out the various portions of the State. 
Four years have seen 517 miles of the State highway 
system modernized and improved, with 54 miles, in addi- 
tion, under contract at this time. 
Over this same period, 1,800 miles of State Aid and 
Third-class road have been constructed, while the amount 
of road surface-treated has increased from 585 miles, in 
1928, to approximately 2,200 miles, in the present year. 
Perhaps this service has been more generally appreciated 
than any other road work. 
The miles of road plowed out, during the winter 
months, has increased from 2,950 miles, in the season of 
1927-28, to 10,318 miles, in 1931-32. 
In the Bridge Division, construction work, as carried 
on through the four year period concerned in this article, 
has netted the State a total bridge length of 28,762 feet. 
It is interesting to note that of this total footage, 629 feet 
is represented from work done in bridge widening. 
All of this work has been done to meet the demands 
of our own people and of our visitors for improved road 
service. The work has given employment to many of 
our citizens. Last summer, at the peak of activity, there 
were 13,000 men on the payroll. 
(Continued on page 18) 
Page Five 
Hiqhuxrq Beautification Plan Aids 
Restoration of Ilature's Handiwork 
By ERNEST L. MERRILL, Assistant Engineer, 
Maine State Highway Commission 
I think that I shall never see a poem lovely as a tree. 
A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed against the earth's 
sweet flowing breast; 
A tree that looks at God all day and lifts her leafy arms 
to pray; 
A tree that may in summer wear a nest of robins in her 
hair; 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; who intimately lives 
with rain. 
Poems are made by fools like me, but only God can make 
a tree. 
-Joyce Kilmer 
T HE beautification of our rural highways is one of the most contagious movements of recent years. 
Before long we shall realize that the aesthetic side 
is quite important in road building. 
But, after all, this is nothing new. 
We had road beautification years ago 
before the era of the modern highway; 
and today we are attempting to put 
back what Nature so lavishly and freely 
bestowed. No artist has ever lived who 
could faithfully portray the colors of 
the sunset. Likewise no engineer or 
landscape gardener could ever hope to 
duplicate the work of Nature. But 
what must be done now is to try to heal 
the scars that modern road building has 
inflicted on Mother Nature's handiwork. 
The present generation is keyed up to 
a high pitch, working in high gear, and 
it seems to be the height of ambition for many to see how 
quickly they can motor from one town to another or 
cover a certain stretch of highway. 
It is quite possible that if sufficient beauty spots could 
be provided along our highways, the average motorist 
would instinctively slow down to observe them and no 
one can look at something beautiful without a feeling of 
growth so as to appear that it had always been there 
naturally. 
Instructions have been given to the State Highway De- 
partment employees that only where absolutely necessary 
shall shade trees be cut and in clearing new right of way 
through the woods that some of the best looking trees 
shall remain standing, provided they are outside of the 
ditch line. 
This season the State Highway Department has 
made considerable progress in cleaning up the road- 
sides and has attempted some road beautification on 
a small scale. As the Department has no funds for 
this particular work, what little that 
has been done has had to be charged to 
construction. The cost of such work as 
has been done so far along these lines 
has been very small and more in the 
nature of an experiment, as the Depart- 
ment could not go into it very extensive- 
1 y without further public support and 
funds. 
It is hoped that next season some 
work can be done on the planting of 
slopes in cuts, ugly scars of con- 
struction, which need to be healed. 
No amount of tree planting will make 
the roadsides beautiful if the banks re- 
J 
After all, history 
really does repeat 
itself: Here we 
are in the 20th 
Century, debating 
t h e subject o f 
road beautifica- 
tion - a n d o u r 
forefathers to o k 
up the same topic 
years before the 
advent of the 
modern highway! 
MR. MERRILL It is, therefore, 
doubly refreshing to read this 
article from the pen of Mr. Mer- 
rill, a foremost authority on 
road building, and learn just 
what Maine is doing in behalf 
of beautifying her roadsides. 
rest. 
What the Country needs is less hysteria 
good, old-fashioned wholesome enjoyment 
knows but what roadside beautification will 
and more 
and who 
be an im- 
portant factor in bringing this about. 
Two important laws in highway beautification are the 
use of native material and natural planting. It is easy 
to overplant. A great many of our Maine highways 
need nothing but the healing of the construction scars. 
Simplicity should be the keynote in planting. The addi- 
tional material should harmonize with the existing native 
Page Six 
main raw. 
Not only is the bank planting fundamental for beauty 
but it reduces the cost of maintenance, and keeps the 
ditches from filling up by eroding soil. 
The most extensive single project has been in the 
beautification of the approaches to the Waldo-Hancock 
Bridge at Bucksport. The Prospect approach to this 
bridge was cut out of a solid ledge which provided a 
very picturesque entrance and the guard fences were 
built of stone masonry which blends in with the natural 
scenery. Dead and down trees in the vicinity of the 
approach were cleaned up and a small grass plot en- 
closed by natural stone curbing was loamed and seeded. 
On the Verona Island approach to this bridge, the area 
around the toll house was graded, loamed and seeded and 
a start was made towards seeding the banks between the 
bridge and the toll house. 
Other work which has been done has been the de- 
velopment of a few small parks at road intersections and 
J 
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good illustrations of this are the areas at the intersections 
of Route 26 and Route 116 in the town of Poland and 
Route 26 and Route 122 in the same town. At these 
places, the Telephone Company and the Power Company 
cooperated to the fullest extent to remove the unsightly 
poles within the development area. On Route 25 in the 
town of Gorham, a barren road intersection at Mosher's 
Corner was graded, loamed and seeded down. 
Great credit should be given the people of Gorham 
who were responsible for the planting of the trees along 
To accomplish the best results at the lowest possible 
cost, it would seem that the Highway Department should 
confine its activities to the preservation of shade trees, 
shrubs and other objects of natural beauty: 
To the screening of ugly borrow pits adjacent to the 
road by judicious planting of coniferous trees: 
To the cleaning up of the roadside after construction, 
which includes the removal of building equipment, 
shanties, old lumber, etc. In the maintenance of the 
highways, due care should he exercised in selecting sites 
Maine has no appro- 
priation for highway 
beautification work, but 
the State's engineers, 
as illustrated, have an 
eye for ejJectin g road- 
side 1JeaHtY and putting 
on the finishing touch 
in the coitrse of their 
regular schedule. 
Scenes at w atao-Hancock Bridge, 011 Route 100, nnd on the new rotui through Poland, 011 Route 26 
1 
both sides of this highway from the Westbrook line to 
Gorham Village, and the cleaning up of the advertising 
signs. 
Other work done by the Department has been the 
widening of certain roads so as to permit a parking area 
sufficient for several cars at strategic points along the 
road, where commanding views of the mountains or inter- 
esting outlooks on a river are available. 
An example of treating the ugly borrow pits adjacent 
Lo the road is shown by the planting of pine trees in 
front of such a pit on the Roosevelt Trail in Fryeburg. 
In a few years, these trees will he high enough to ef- 
fectively screen the entrance to this pit. 
for patrolmen's material stock piles and tar barrels such 
that they will not constitute an eyesore: . 
To the planting or sowing of slopes in exceptionally 
bad cuts where soil erosion is a maintenance problem: 
To the grading of small· heater pieces at road inter- 
sections, having in mind the possible future develop- 
ment of the same by local communities. 
If and when funds are available, a sincere, coordinated 
effort between the State Highway Department and local 
communities would produce at a reasonable cost most 
gratifying results. 
The planting of roadsides for beauty in blossom and 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Students, Vicarious Aduen- 
turers, Dreamers, All Thrilled 
BlJ Visiting Volumes From 
State House 
By HENRY E. DUNNACK, State Librarian ( 
B OOKS are windows through which one sees marvelous views, frigates carrying precious freight, open doors through which you pass to new 
opportunities. They are the precious life-blood of mas- 
ter spirits, the infusion of which gives new life. Two 
hundred thousand of these live in the Maine State Li- 
brary. These books, however, are not stay-at-homes. 
They delight in travel and are constantly setting 'out on 
trips to all parts of the state. Last y~ar there were two 
hundred and twenty-two thousand of these visitors in four 
hundred and seventy-three towns. These 
books are very friendly. They go will- 
ingly into any home and community in 
Maine, and, so far as we know, enjoy 
the visits. Indeed, they return in such 
excellent condition that it is clearly 
evident they not only have had a good 
time, but that their readers have en- 
joyed them and treated them with every 
Atlantic, a journey full of surprise, information, and 
pleasure. If you wish to see South America, just visit 
with Worlcing North from Patagonia for three weeks. 
This is beyond all question an open window because 
through Mr. Franck's eyes you see most of the things 
worth seeing in South America. Another group of 
travel books is composed of the glorified guidebooks of 
Clara Laughlin which lead you joyfully through Eng- 
land, or Italy, or France, or Switzerland, visiting shops 
and restaurants, as well as art galleries and cathedrals. 
Yonder Lies Adventure came to my of- 
fice this morning. You start with a 
ghost in Wales and then find yourself 
on the way to Paris, Moscow, Calcutta, 
Peking, Arabia, Persia, where you meet 
kings, statesmen, brigands, spies. You 
also will meet Abdul the Damned, and 
will you believe it? the Holy Rollers! 
Also missionaries. Do you know any- 
thing about the Red Sultan? Well, he 
is here! Certainly it is a colorful story 
that this book tells. 
There is still another group of books 
that each of you will welcome in your 
home. These books deal with every 
phase of economics. They tell about 
how men came to be rich or poor, all about depressions, 
the way in and out. They tell us how our world has been 
wrecked by economic stresses of one sort or another. 
Sometimes they blame the government for it all. Some- 
times they think the industrial organizers, the interna- 
tional financiers, and the inside brokers have worked all 
the ruin. All kinds of remedies are suggested. Prophets 
of many types are suggesting the way out. Conditions 
indicate that the world of our day is passing. Perhaps 
the world is always passing, and each generation must 
rebuild. In view of present conditions you would be 
wise to read a few good books dealing with modern 
economic conditions and problems. They will furnish 
facts and help you to right thinking. 
Life does not consist altogether of people and what 
they have done. After all, we live in a big world, filled 
with important thing . some of which are very small, but 
WHO'S WHO 
IN AMERICA 
terms Dr. Dun- 
nack a libra- 
rian-and cor- 
rectly so, for 
he is shading a 
score of years 
as head of the 
Maine St ate 
Library. He 
believes in his 
[ob and during 
his many years of service as 
State librarian has labored with 
zeal and enthusiasm. As libra- 
rian, lecturer, and author, Dr. 
Dunnaclc's dynamic personality 
has made him one of the most 
interesting personages in the 
State. 
MR, DUNNACK 
courtesy. 
Many of these books were written by 
people who know about the mind and 
how it works; they tell you what people 
think about and how they think. They 
go back of appearances and find causes. 
They tell you just what is going on in 
your mind, and how and why. One little book, 
The Art of Thinking, travels all the time and is quite 
worn out. There is another, The Story of Philosophy, 
which is full of joy. In a very simple way it tells 
you what the philosophers have thought about God, 
the universe, and mankind through all ages, and you dis- 
cover you have been thinking many of the same things. 
There are hundreds of this kind of books. Why not try 
a few You are sure to have a good time with them. 
Still another class of books is welcomed into people's 
homes because they tell how some person traveled across 
Arabia By Camel and Car to the Peacock Throne, or 
started in the West Indies and followed the trail of 
the Spanish explorers In Quest of El Dorado, or joined 
the Bengal Lancers and saw an India that few persons 
are privileged to see. The Map that is Half Unrolled 
carries you from the Indian Ocean acr ss Africa to the 
Page Eight 
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not the less interesting or gigantic on that account. For 
instance, there are birds, animals, flowers, trees; there 
are soils, rocks, and minerals. All these taken together 
are called Nature. Thousands of these books are filled 
with facts about the above things. For instance, there 
is a book with the suggestive name, Field and Study. 
It begins by telling about birds that go north in spring- 
time; before it is ended you know all about the familiar 
birds and their songs and two thousand and eleven other 
facts. I met a strange book in the library the other" day. 
It was made by a naturalist who lived in France, Henri 
Fabre. It is full of things about soils, fertilizers, how sap 
goes up and down trees, about seeds, bulbs and plants 
and how to grow them. There is the story of the potato, 
where it came from, and the long time it took to teach 
people to eat it. I discovered another book by this same 
Fabre in which he tells all about a slice of toast and what 
is m it. You never would believe the things he found 
in that slice of toast. Charcoal, for instance, and other 
strange things. Believe it or not, this curious book tells 
all about air, sunshine, water, and other things. I guess 
he did not know about moonshine; anyway, he doesn't 
say anything about it! 
There are hundreds of books that will come to you, to 
tell you about what we call education, what it is and why, 
how to make schools good for something and teachers 
worth while. Some of them insist that all the trouble 
with the schools is in the minds of the critics. Would 
it not be well to have a few of these wise books visit you, 
after which you may be ready to talk, or know enough 
not to talk? One of these books, All the Children of All 
the People tells you about the limitations of children. 
There is one called What Education has the Most Worth 
in which the content, methods, forces, conditions and re- 
sults of education are discussed. If you want to go back 
and learn about education from Plutarch's time to our 
day, send for Readings in the History of Education. 
Every teacher ought to invite The Path of Learning to 
visit with him. Nearly every phase of education is pre- 
sented in this book. 
There is a great number of books that people living in 
the country are all the time inviting to visit them. These 
books talk about making two blades of grass grow where 
only one grew before. Just why in these days anyone 
wants two blades of grass in the place of one is a ques- 
tion! However, these books are broad minded and 
gladly tell farmers anything they want to know. The 
best part of it is, there are thousands of this kind and 
they know all about all kinds of farms, good, bad and 
indifferent. For instance, there is a group of books 
which tell how to raise any kind of crop, how and where 
to market it, how to pay the mortgage. Impossible, you 
say? We Americans enjoy doing the impossible. In 
any case, it is a mistake to farm only by hand. Why not 
let your head have a chance? The hand-and-head 
farmer is the winner. 
Perhaps one of the most remarkable and fascinating 
collections of books that go walking up and down the 
State is that which tells you about annuals and perennials 
and all other things that grow in gardens, and how to 
treat the various bugs and insects that come to visit you 
in the spring and summer time. I recall when I first 
became interested in gardening how all these little 
creatures came to spend a week-end with me and be- 
came so interested in my work that they stayed as long as 
there was any garden to stay in! 
You will be interested to know that more than thirty 
thousand of these books discuss questions and problems 
of what you can do and cannot do with your own and 
other people's things. These begin their story way back 
with Moses, indeed, even before Moses, and they take you 
to all lands and people, talking about laws. In any case, 
if you are in trouble about line fences, or high board 
fences, or when and where to catch alewives, or how to 
carry on a recount-in fact, any question of law in 
relation to getting into the world, living in the world, and 
getting out of the world-you will find the answer in 
some one of thirty thousand volumes from the law sec- 
tion of the People's House of Books. You know laymen 
say that justice and laws are uncertain; that lawyers are 
slothful in ridding the profession of unscrupulous mem- 
bers; that the legal profession does nothing to improve 
the administration of justice. Why not have some of 
the law books come to your home so that you can learn 
the facts? 
History is a good word because it suggests golden 
years, tells you about nations and people, the achieve- 
ments of statesmen, soldiers, artists, scholars, and in- 
dustrial leaders. It gives you, without price, the ex- 
perience which cost the other man his fortune, perhaps 
his life. Take home the Stream of History for three 
weeks and you will be in touch with the past. To 
re-create the period we all know, read Our Times. Wider 
Horizons, the new map of the world, will give you a 
glimpse of world politics. Indeed, these books are in- 
valuable because they make you a citizen of all ages and 
acquainted with all classes of people. 
Some of the books take you into exclusive company 
and reveal the secrets of great people,-how they came 
to be scientists, statesmen, or farmers. These are as in- 
teresting as the latest detective story. These books of 
biography tell one how to be what he is not but has al- 
ways wanted to be. Spend a few weeks in their com- 
pany, and you will think you might be Homer or Shake- 
speare, Napoleon or Foche, Gladstone or Daniel Webster. 
Try a visit with one of these exclusive books and see how 
you will escape all the imaginary limitations that trouble 
(Continued on pa15e 19) 
Unlicensed, Reckless and Drunken 
Auto Drivers Are Chief Off enders 
Chief Hanson of Hiqhuxrq Police Reveals Work and needs 
Of His Department in Annual Report 
THE annual report of the Maine State Highway Police force for the fiscal year ending June 30th, was recently completed and submitted to the 
Governor and Council by Chief James W. Hanson. 
This department is divided into four districts, with 
respective headquarters located at Dunstan, Fairfield, 
Thomaston and Bangor, and general headquarters at 
Augusta. The force for the past year has been main- 
tained at a total of fifty-three officers, non-commissioned 
officers and patrolmen. 
The following table, showing prosecutions under the 
various classifications of violations of the Laws of the 
State, together with other details of the accomplishments 
of the police force, over the past year, is herein taken 
direct from the report of Chief Hanson : 
Reckless Driving 
Exceeding Speed Limit 
Drunken Driving 
No Operators License 
No Chauffeurs License 
Loaning License 
Improper Registration 
Operating Car Unregistered 
Improper Lights 
No Tail Light 
No Light on Team 
No Lights 
Parking, No Lights 
Loaning Number Plates 
Obstructing Traffic 
Disregarding Stop Sign 
Larceny 
Larceny of Car 
Hit and Run 
Intoxication 
Illegal Transportation 
Illegal Possession 
Worthless Checks 
Malicious Mischief 
Manslaughter 
Improper Brakes 
No Brakes 
Improper Equipment 
Assault and Battery 
Non Support 
Overloaded Truck 
Single Sale 
Concealed W eanon 
Breaking and Entering 
Violation Grade Crossing Law 
Wanton Behavior 
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272 
106 
237 
466 
6 
1 
154 
179 
15 
38 
2 
14 
4 
7 
5 
!l- l 
53 
31 
41 
68 
]9 
0 
0 
26 
14 
7 
74 
15 
2 
21 
6 
73 
l 
3 
18 
2 
4 
No Mirror on Truck 
Operating after License Revoked 
Refusing Right of Way 
Forgery 
Embezzlement 
Adultery 
Buggery 
Indecent Exposure 
Incest 
Rape 
Contempt of Court 
Illegal Possession of Narcotics 
Operating Gambling Machine 
Cheating False Pretense 
Obtaining Money False Pretense 
Obtaining License False Pretense 
Conspiracy 
Impersonating State Police 
Arson 
Runaway 
No Weight on Truck 
Fugitive from Justice 
Hitch Hiking 
Selling Stolen Property 
Concealing Stolen Property 
Vagrancy 
Miscellaneous 
20 
10 
3 
11 
4 
2 
1 
I 
l 
3 
3 
l 
l 
() 
() 
1 
l 
3 
2 
3 
5 
7 
l 
5 
2 
]2 
4 
45 
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Convictions In 2050 Cases 
Of this number of arrests there were convictions j11 
2050 cases; 70 cases were bound over; 42 cases pending 
appeal and 31 cases pending, upon which definite action 
has not been taken by the Courts. As compared with the 
period ending June 30th, 1931, this shows an increase 
over the number of arrests, of 106. The record for the 
previous year showed convictions in 1931 cases against 
2050 in 1932; 97 cases bound over against 70 bound 
over; 39 cases pending appeal against 42 pending; 20 
cases upon which action has not been taken by the 
Court, against 31 cases at the close of the last fiscal year. 
During the period July ] st, 1931 to June 30th, 1932 
there was a total of twelve hundred and ninety-two 
( 1292) automobile accidents reported by and to the 
State Police. The table below enumerates the causes by 
classes and the sources from which reports were received. 
Hit and Run 6 
Reckless Driving 37 
Drunken Driving 48 
"Dangerous Driving 9 
Inadequate Brakes ] 8 
MAINE HIGHWAYS 11 
Glaring Lights 8 
Passing on Curve 1 
Passing on Crest of Hill 2 
Violation of Stop Sign 4 
Miscellaneous 1159 
Compact Sections 115 
Open Country 11 77 
Number of Persons Injured 969 
Number of Fatalities 39 
"Dangerous Driving (term means operating at a speed 
greater than safe and proper) 
Total Accidents reported by Individuals 37 
Total Accidents reported by Municipal Police Depts. 24 
Total Accidents reported by Sheriffs Depts. 15 
Total Accidents reported by State Highway Police 1216 
Total number reported during fiscal year 1292 
Work Is Doubled 
Fines and costs as assessed by the Courts of the State 
on cases brought before them by the State Police 
amounted to $15,242.38. The foregoing amount rep- 
resents one half of the fines and costs assessed and money 
actually paid into the State. Under the law passed by 
the last Legislature the other half goes to the County in 
which the offense is prosecuted, making a total of fines 
and costs $30,484.76. This is an increase over the fines 
and costs assessed the prior year. 
In the same period 51 stolen automobiles were re- 
covered and returned to the owners, with an estimated 
value of $19,917.80, also there was $37,350.64 worth of 
stolen goods recovered. 
Number of miles ridden, nine hundred and ten thou- 
sand, eight hundred and eighty seven (910,887). 
The police answered calls and rendered assistance to 
other law enforcement agencies in seven hundred and 
ninety five (795) cases .. For the year ending June 30, 
1931 the State Police rendered assistance to other law 
enforcement agencies in three hundred and twenty-two 
( 322) cases, while as shown above similar service was 
rendered in 795 cases during the past year, more than 
double the amount of work of the year before. 
The calls for assistance and help from Sheriffs and 
local police departments and occasionally Federal au- 
thority, continues to increase and at times exceeds the 
capacity of the small force, to give the assistance re- 
quired. 
Increase in Calls 
Also there is an increase in calls for more police ser- 
vice in various parts of the State which we are now un- 
able to cover and this condition must continue unless 
an increase in the force is authorized by Legislative 
action. When traffic is at its height in the summer, the 
bulk of the force is used on the principle trunk lines and 
highways of the State, the more thinly settled sections 
and less traveled roads can only be given occasional at- 
tention. 
A step forward was taken by the last Legislature in 
passing a law authorizing enlistment in the State Police 
for a period of three years; by this means a permanent 
force is maintained which can be trained and developed, 
to render the efficient service that the people of the State 
have a right to demand. The change from the old sys- 
tem to the new enlistment feature was accomplished on 
July 3rd last without any interruption of the service, by 
bringing the men in from their patrols to the Head- 
quarters of the District where the oath was administered 
to them immediately after midnight of the day the law 
became effective, so there was no break in the service 
of the State Police. 
The same law required that regulations be promulgated 
for the administration and government of the force, 
which has been done and approved by your honorable 
body and is now the governing code of the State Police. 
Also the last Legislature passed a law protecting the 
State Police uniform and immediately after the law be- 
came effective, uniforms were changed to what is believed 
a more attractive and better type which is distinctive and 
cannot be copied by any other agency. 
Force Highly Efficient 
The force is now in a high state of efficiency, the 
morale is excellent and service rendered during the past 
year has been subject of many favorable letters of com- 
mendation from the people within and without the State, 
as well as the press. 
All personnel connected with the department have 
rendered exceptionally efficient and meritorious service, 
they have taken pride in their work and a just pride in 
the organization as a whole. 
During the past year the Headquarters of the 3rd 
Police District was changed from a rented building in 
Rockland to a building on the grounds of the State 
Prison property which makes an ideal location and ac- 
commodation for the headquarters for that district. 
Some repairs were necessary and some additional repairs 
will be necessary which can be done with prison labor 
at a minimum cost and when completed will make this 
station one of the best in the State. 
In March, 1932, upon completion of the new Armory 
at Bangor the Headquarters of the 4th Police District 
was moved to that building and now occupies excellent 
accommodations which were especially built when the 
building was constructed to take care of the State Police. 
It is located on No. 1 highway, in an accessible position 
and affords every reasonable accommodation and facility 
for administration of the District. 
As previously mentioned in this report, the present 
force is entirely inadequate to cope with the increasing 
calls and traffic within the State. More miles of good 
roads are being completed constantly, but we have no 
(Continued on page 20) 
Railroad and Hiqhuaq Crossings 
Under Public Utilities Control 
And An Explanation of <The Ilature and Extent Of Some Of The Duties and 
Functions UJhich This Important Commission ls Constituted to Perform 
By ALBERT J. STEARNS, Chairman 
Maine Public Utilities Commission 
The Public 
Utilities Commis- 
sion not o n l y 
s e r v e s an im- 
portant function 
·n all State affairs 
but, as well, it is 
called u p o n to 
MR. sTEARNs consider many 
h1"ghway matters. 
Chairman Stearns, in this 
article, presents a most interest- 
ing and informative account re- 
garding the general duties of 
this body which he heads. 
T HE Public Utilities Commission of this State was created by Act of the Legislature of 1913, and 
organized in December of the following year, 1914; 
and, as in other states, followed a period of direct regu- 
lation by state Legislatures, with redress of grievances 
limited to an appeal to the deliberate and necessarily 
technical processes of the courts. It is a matter of 
familiar history that the so-called "Granger cases" de- 
cided by the United States Supreme Court in 1876, which 
held state statutes fixing maximum rates constitutional, 
gave an impetus to the general move- 
ment of regulation, which was a little 
later followed by legislation creating 
agencies called by different names for 
the purpose of regulating the rates and 
service of public utilities. 
The extent of regulatory jurisdiction 
is determined by the Legislature, and 
only such utilities are subject thereto as 
are declared to be public utilities by 
statute. 
The term "public utility" under our 
law includes railroad and express com- 
panies, electrical and gas companies, 
water, telephone and telegraph com- 
panies, public heating companies, 
whar:fingers and warehousemen, numbering at the pres- 
ent time 368, which are all subject to our jurisdiction, 
control and regulation. Jurisdiction is also conferred by 
statute over steam and motor boats operated upon in- 
land waters. Such boats or vessels must be registered 
and the operators thereof licensed. Many other duties 
are placed upon the Commission by legislative enact- 
ment covering other activities over which regulation 
seems to be desirable. 
Maine, in common with other states in recent years, has 
witnessed the centralization of control over some of its 
operating utilities through stock ownership in what are 
called holding companies; but no legislation has yet been 
enacted in this State to confer upon the Commission any 
jurisdiction over such companies. Recent experiences 
will doubtless cause many of the states to consider the 
enactment of comprehensive state legislation for the 
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regulation and supervision of the transactions, contracts, 
business arrangements and relationships between oper- 
ating utilities and such holding companies with which 
they may be affiliated. Whether or not state regu- 
lation alone, without the aid of a Federal Commission, 
will be adequate to solve the problems of commingled 
intrastate and interstate activities of these affiliated oper- 
ating and holding companies is a question which is en- 
gaging the serious attention of the National Congress, 
state legislatures, regulatory bodies and the public. 
The National Association of Railroad 
and Utilities Commissioners, at its an- 
nual convention recently held at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, recognizing their re- 
sponsibility to indicate improvements 
in our laws, in order to keep pace with 
modern corporate developments and to 
protect the public interest, unanimously 
passed a resolution favoring the enact- 
ment of state legislation for the regula- 
tion of holding companies. 
Wisconsin and Alabama are out- 
standing examples of states which have 
already enacted such laws. It may 
reasonably be expected that Maine will 
give the matter consideration this win- 
Ler when our Legislature again convenes. 
Matters are presented to and considered by the Com- 
mission both formally and informally, and, in either 
method, they must act as a fact finding body, using the 
facilities at their command to determine the important 
or relevant facts which have a bearing upon the issue 
involved. 
While the power Lo regulate is not the power Lo take 
over the management of the business of the uLility, and 
could not be without defeating the main purpose of regu- 
lation, this power is broad enough to include whatever 
is essential to the protection of the public interest. The 
power to regulate rates and service is definitely estab- 
lished; and this necessarily makes whatever direct! y 
affects the reasonableness of rates, or the adequacy of 
service, a proper subject for the exercise of the j uris- 
diction of the Commission. This follows from the very 
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nature of public service corporations. They are creatures 
of the State, brought into being for the express purpose 
of furnishing utility service to the public, with the 
understanding that their property is dedicated to, and 
their business impressed with, a public use. Incident to 
these considerations they claim and receive the protec- 
tion of their property rights by the State, particularly 
through its public service regulatory body. 
This Commission encourages, so far as practicable, 
consideration of matters which are the subject of com- 
plaint, or which for any cause require its attention, by 
informal conference methods. But whether it be by the 
formal or informal method, all the functions of the Com- 
mission should be, and are sought to be, performed, giv- 
ing equal weight to the rights of the public and of the 
utilities, with the aim, as far as possible, of establishing 
a feeling of confidence and a spirit of cooperation be- 
tween all parties. To a considerable extent it has been 
our experience that the real interests of each party to a 
public utility dispute or difference of opinion are 
correlative. Without the utility, the public cannot ob- 
tain service, and without customers the Company cannot 
do a profitable business or even survive. 
It is becoming more and more a matter of considera- 
tion on the part of regulatory bodies throughout the 
country whether or not cases involving rate regulation 
cannot in many instances be considered and disposed of 
under informal procedure rather than by the slower and 
more expensive process of formal proceedings. We have 
taken occasion to state our views upon this subject in 
the past, and find that there is a growing sentiment for 
it throughout the country. This does not mean any 
weakening in the exercise of the quasi judicial functions 
of the Commission within the powers conferred upon it 
by the Legislature and prompted by considerations of es- 
sential justice and equity as between the public and the 
public utility under the circumstances surrounding the 
problems presented. 
A matter which may be of some interest to the readers 
of the Maine Highways magazine, for which this article 
is being written, is that of the Commission's functions as 
connected with the highways of Maine. Power is con- 
ferred upon the Commission to determine the manner 
and conditions by and under which highways may be laid 
out across, over or under the tracks of any railroad com- 
pany; and the matter of protection of railroad crossings 
is one that requires our constant attention. 
There are also questions of abolishment of, or alter- 
ations in, crossings and/ or their approaches, changes 
in the method of crossing public highways and the re- 
moval of obstructions to sight at crossings. In this con- 
nection, the law provides that as to state highways the 
expense of any abolishment, alteration, or change in 
any crossing shall be apportioned and borne on a basis 
of 50% to the State, to be paid by the State from State 
Highway Department funds, and 50% to be paid by the 
corporation operating the railroad, except in cases where 
agreements are reached between the parties varying such 
percentages. In the case of crossings located upon what 
are called state aid and ·third class highways, the per- 
centage of expense of any elimination or alteration is to 
be borne 40% by the State, 10% by the town in which 
the crossing is located, and the remaining 50% by the 
corporation operating the railroad. This is paid out of 
an appropriation made by the Legislature for that pur- 
pose, which is now $15,000 each year and cumulative. 
It was formerly $10,000 a year, and applied to all grade 
crossings. This law was amended in 1931, and made to 
apply as hereinbefore stated. There is a further pro- 
vision of the law in relation to the alteration or elimina- 
tion of grade crossings which fixes $100,000 as the limit 
of expense to be paid by any railroad company during 
any period of three consecutive calendar years. 
Accidents occurring at grade crossings in the State 
of Maine during the year 1931 totaled 27, in which 14 
fatalities occurred, and all but one of which involved 
motor vehicles. In spite of the efforts of all cooperating 
agencies to impress upon the public the need for cau- 
tion at grade crossings, 9 of the accidents reported in 
1931, or 33.3 per cent of the total, occurred at crossings 
which were protected either by gates, or by audible 
and/ or visible signals, and 16 of such accidents ( 66. 7%) 
occurred at unprotected crossings. It may be interesting 
further to note that an analysis of the accidents to which 
we have referred shows the following:- 
2 automobiles stalled on crossing; 
7 automobiles driven into side of a train 
standing at the crossing ; 
1 7 automobiles driven onto crossing and 
struck by train; 
1 foot person struck by train. 
Lel these figures be a warning to travelers upon our 
highways to approach crossings cautious! y and with due 
regard to the inherent dangers that there eyer exist. 
While this Commission has jurisdiction over the oper- 
ation of motor vehicles when used upon the public streets 
and highways for carrying passengers for hire when 
operating over regular routes between points in the 
State, nevertheless such motor vehicles are not declared 
to be public utilities, and therefore cannot be treated as 
such by the Commission. We have authority to grant 
or refuse certificates for the operation of such vehicles, 
to fix the routes over which they may be operated, and 
the rates of fare to be charged passengers, together with 
safety regulations. 
No jurisdiction has yet been conferred upon the Com· 
mission regarding the operation of trucks, nor has any 
(Continued on page 20) 
Perfect Coordination of Brain 
and Mechanism Ilecessarq to 
Beat Auto Accident (lamble 
By WILBUR D. SPENCER 
State Commissioner of Insurance 
EXPERIENCE in motordom is commonly recognized as the best guide in forestalling accidents every- 
. where, but safe transit on the modern highway 
requires many other indispensable qualifications, includ- 
ing sharp vision, an active brain and a steady hand, as 
well as responsive foot. Even such primary requisites 
may count for nothing unless the motor vehicle itself is 
kept in good order, with brakes, tires, steering gear, 
wheel alignment, horn and lights, in operative condition. 
And, by the way, the mere cost of inspection may rep- 
resent the balance in the scale between 
life and death. 
Motoring is, of course, a colossal 
gamble, with a horde of silent partners 
sharing in the venture. At one time 
your mysterious associate moves too 
slowly to suit your taste and you snub 
his heels; at another, he trails along 
upon your larboard quarter, striving to 
poke his nose into your legitimate right 
of way. He expects you to understand 
the importance of his mission and as- 
sumes that you are anxious to forward 
it. 
But, if one must travel fast to keep a 
major appointment, the extra mileage 
should only be recouped outside the areas of congestion. 
It is true that the speedometer has become obsolete, 
but it is well to consider, that any operator who ex- 
ceeds the bounds of reason may be forced, even in the 
open country, to disregard the protection of salutary 
traffic rules and substitute emergency measures of his 
constant! y stands as a barrier confronting them. 
To such traffic difficulties must be added the estab- 
lishment of new intersections and the relocation of old 
ones, as well as the accumulation of temporary defects 
which may become too frequent, or too numerous, to be 
effectively, or even systematically, posted. 
Maine highways have been scientifically planned to 
meet the growing problems of local and interstate 
transportation. Safety has become the watchword, and 
the communities served have extended the trunk lines by 
adopting standard methods of construc- 
tion and maintenance on their mu- 
nicipal ways. In fact, some of the sys· 
terns in the state are so good that they 
are dangerous because of their adapta- 
tion to unlimited speeds. A few rocks 
and stumps, judiciously distributed here 
and there, might help to save life, if 
such obstacles could be restored to their 
oldtime prestige. 
Conversely, some part of a way may 
be so bad as to be perfect! y safe. The 
road to Popham Beach partially en- 
circles an immense boulder which con- 
ceals the forward line of sight, both go- 
ing and coming. Yet that point has no 
casualty record, and if some overzealous speedster 
should collide there with one of his ilk, the loss to the 
world might be inconsequential. 
Speed possibilities in the highways have been pro- 
moted by straightening and ballasting roadbed, eliminat- 
ing pitches and hollows and tilting the outer edges of 
curves to conform to lines of least resistance in changing 
directions. The operations of grading and straightening 
seem to be the only ones that can be considered per- 
manent. With the lapse of time and the inroads of the 
elements even cement surfaces are bound to disintegrate, 
for eventually the constant patching of potholes becomes 
more expensive than outright replacement. In this con- 
nection observation shows that the only surface that ever 
outlasted its day was the ledgy outcrop in some private 
way leading back to the old New England homestead of 
long ago, and even there the shallow ruts, worn into the 
The author of 
t w 0 b 0 0 ks, 
"Pioneers of 
Maine Rivers" 
and "Maine 
Immortals," in 
addition to 
being a com- 
poser and serv- 
ing the State 
as Insurance 
Commiseioner, Mr. Spencer finds 
but few dull moments in a very 
active life of service. But ref- 
erence to his timely and in- 
teresting article seems to prove 
that it's the busy man who ac- 
complishes with readiness and 
thoroughness. 
MR. SPENCER 
own. 
Then, too, there are the hundreds of raw recruits who, 
at all seasons, invade the public thorofares. Some of 
these novices are anxious, and better qualified mentally 
and physically, to avoid trouble, than a large percentage 
of veteran operators, but their number is legion and each 
one adds to congestion; others show but little concern for 
wayfarers, or for passengers for whom they may be held 
accountable; and still others may recognize their share in 
the common weal but be wholly unfitted to drive a track- 
less locomotive into the maze of cross purposes which 
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solid rock by countless revolutions of metal tires, are all 
that remain, in many instances, to point the way to an 
abandoned hearth. 
Fast driving over broken surfaces in hard roads not 
only results in a large number of accidents on the spot, 
but has a proven tendency to contribute to later ones in 
more perilous situations. Overstrain may make a death 
chariot out of an otherwise dependable vehicle. 
Stop signs, whether located at hazardous corners or 
not, are often wholly ignored-sometimes habitually by 
employees of the state. The perfect irony of the situa- 
tion is fairly exposed by the partly inebriated cad who 
not only pauses but piously removes his hat. Such is the 
eternal fitness of things! 
The main points of danger, inherent in an otherwise 
good highway, are narrow roadbed, vertical ditching, the 
sharp rise and deep hollow, where Greek may meet 
Greek while traveling on the wings of the wind, and 
blind turns and crossroads to the right, where lines of 
travel must often intersect. Such defects are being con- 
stantly remedied everywhere, but over a farfiung and un- 
even terrain like ours, completion of any full program 
is dependent upon the availability of necessary funds. 
During the present century thousands of cartloads of real 
money have been transformed into Maine highways. 
Apparently, the gigantic undertaking has only begun. 
Where hazards cannot be eliminated for the time 
being, traffic signs and signals have been substituted. 
Such monitors are widely distributed and carefully in- 
stalled, so that "he who runs may read." Yet, he who 
fails to read aright may not read again and, ten to one, 
if he escapes alive, will resent any implication that he 
was the cause of an accident. 
It is claimed that the most dangerous piece of road 
construction on the globe- is smooth and straight and un- 
obstructed. It is still a question whether the accident 
frequency on that highway is due to its glaring perfec- 
tion or to the fools that abuse it. 
All of which considerations bring us to the cold fact 
that avoidance of traffic accidents is largely a matter of 
individual concern, in which the plans of someone else 
may, or may not, materially figure. Surely, hundreds 
of splintered telephone poles and derailed fences can 
not be attributed to the other fellow. Neither is the 
failure to halt at railway crossings the fault of a train 
operating on a schedule permitted by law. 
Curves are especially dangerous. The law of centri- 
fugal force governs the natural trends of two cars ap- 
proaching each other from the opposite ends of an arc 
and, if unregulated, would bring them into head-on col- 
lision at the intersection of their tangents. But the paths 
actually described will conform to the judgments of the 
drivers. At the point of meeting there is always a tend- 
ency to crowd, which increases with the momentum of 
the moving bodies. Hence, hasty passing upon curves 
is attended by an enormous number of fatalities, prov- 
ing, incidentally, that opinions of men differ when 
arrived at from reversed positions. Naturally, compound 
curves multiply the chances for error and are usually 
fully marked with appropriate symbols. 
A serious menace to travel on hard-surfaced roads is 
the broken and rutted edge, where sharp pebbles fre- 
quently lodge and may lead to the fatal blow-out. It is 
plain that the higher rates of speed keep the ditch wheel 
closer to the deadline than would otherwise be necessary. 
Another unknown quantity, met with occasionally, is 
the operator who indulges to some degree in the use of 
intoxicants. It is not the drunken operator who will 
prove the greatest nuisance in his class, for he will either 
land at once in the gutter, or park until the roadway gets 
ironed out. It is the light consumer, or the profuse 
drinker of light intoxicants, who scares the poultry out 
of the hedgerows and inverts the moon. In such cases 
the effect of exhilaration warps the sense of direction in 
proportion to the strain of the stimulant upon the per- 
sonal equation. Such an inspired type of operator has 
been known to keep one hand aloft, waving at every- 
thing in sight, while with the other he trails off into the 
glorious borderland of insecurity. According to the 
estimate of the courts he seems to have become the 
logical successor of the ancient highwayman who, with 
modern ideals, plays fast and loose with the vicissitudes 
of the Eighteenth Amendment. 
It is the opinion of many safety experts that more 
strict regulation of traffic will be necessary in the im- 
mediate future, and that the security of persons traveling 
on foot or by slower methods of transit is not the sole 
argument for the enactment of definite speed limits. A 
yearly toll of 33,000 lives is too great a price for the 
public to pay for the time spent in the highway and a 
large part of such a record of fatalities can be traced to 
overspeeding. 
Last year Maine registered 164 deaths due to motor 
operations within the state. Those figures represent an 
increase of 7Y2 % during the previous five-year period. 
Comparison of that ratio with the percentage of increase 
in cars for the same period shows a reduction in death 
frequency. Whether the safety improvement was due 
to better roads, better patrol, better cars, or more care- 
ful operation of them, cannot be determined, but it would 
be fair to assume that each should share in the credit. 
It would be interesting to know how far non-residents 
contributed to these casualties, or residents were re- 
sponsible for others outside the state. 
Once, fifteen miles an hour was thought to be a satis- 
factory rate of travel; now, with improved engines and 
reinforced tonneaux, the racing powers of the gears are 
the only restricting factors. With speeds from fifty to 
seventy-five miles per hour generally popular, a broken 
(Continued on page 21) 
An English lesson was being given in a foreign school, 
and the mistress asked if any pupil could make up a 
sentence containing the words "defense," "defeat" and 
"detail." 
The sentence she got was as follows: 
"Ven a cat jumps over defense defeat goes over in front 
of detail!"-The Earth Mover. 
Oh, woman in your hours of E's, 
You spend an awful lot of V's. 
Poor man must mind his P's and Q's 
To earn the X's that you U's. 
-Boston Transcript. 
A fellow on a loaded truck passed 
one of the State's institutions for the in- 
sane when some of the inmates were out 
for a little exercise. 
"Say," asked one of them looking 
through the iron gate, "What have you 
got in that truck and what are you going 
to do with it?" 
"I am hauling fertilizer," answered 
the man on the truck, "and I am hauling 
it to my place to put on my straw- 
berries. Does that answer your ques- 
tion?" 
There was a moment's pause, and 
then the inmate said, "Well, I guess so. 
But we put cream on our strawberries 
at this institution and they call us 
<'razy."-Texas Highways. 
A deputy sheriff was sent to take an inventory of the 
property in a house. When he did not return for three 
hours, the sheriff went after him, and found him asleep 
on a lounge in the living room of the house. He had 
made a brave effort with his inventory, however. He had 
written down, "Living room, one table, one sideboard, 
one full bottle whisky." Then the word "full" had been 
crossed out and "half full" substituted. At the bottom 
of the page, in wobbly writing, was 
written, "One revolving rug." 
-Tennessee Road Builder. 
And then there was the sweet young 
thing, taking the examination for a 
driver's license, who was asked: "If 
your brakes sudden! y failed to work 
while you were going downhill, what 
would you do?" 
She hesitated only a moment, then 
smiled brightly and answered: "Why 
that's easy: I'd just jump out and put a 
big stone under the wheel." 
-Georgia Highways. 
Judge: "What's the charge, officer?" 
Officer: "He took an apple and two 
bananas from in front of a grocery 
store, your honor." 
Judge: "Sixty days for impersonat- 
ing an officer." 
-The Excavating Engineer. 
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Joe: What caused t1fie explosion on Cy's farm the 
other day? 
Jack: He fed a hell some "Lay 'em or Bust" feed and 
the hen turned out to be a rooster.-Exchange. 
We, wife and I, were out driving the other day and 
passed a farmer-wagon drawn by a team of mules. The 
mules turned their heads towards us and bawled out a 
rather friendly greeting. 
"I said to the wife: 'Relative of yours, no doubt.' " 
She rep lied: "Yes, by marriage." 
-The Excavating Engineer. 
Page Sixteen 
Motorist (after knocking over a 
butcher's boy )-"I'm sorry, my lad; are you all right?" 
Boy (picking up contents of his basket)-"Dunno. 
Here's me liver and ribs, but where's me kidney?" 
-Mississippi Highways. 
We are passing through strenuous times, but the ex- 
perience will produce lasting good if it drives us to 
shoulder our responsibility as members of a great de- 
mocracy. We are dead sick of this chatter about the 
shortcomings of public officers and other remote abuses 
when it comes from citizens too lazy or dumb to know 
how their own school affairs are run. 
-Successful Farming. 
-·--·- ----··----------·~-- 
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PHOTOS BY AUTHOR 
D REAM castles are strange. Fulfilment of their promises is rare, and if such consummation does 
come it is frequent! y too late for the dreamer to 
enjoy it to the full. Consider the case of Casco Castle, 
Maine's "Castle in the air." 
Though this State is now proud of Casco Castle at 
South Freeport, it was not Maine that dreamed, rather a 
group of railroad men, the operators of the Androscoggin 
and Kennebec Railway, who built this turreted tower as 
Casco Castle 
part of a summer hotel that flourished for awhile, then 
went up in flames. Above brush-covered ruins rises the 
castle, forlorn, challenging. 
Now thousands of tourists are attracted to this unique 
structure, but it is too late for its creators to profit there- 
by. 
Casco Castle, on the upper reaches of Casco Bay, has 
for thirty years overlooked one of the most beautiful 
spots along the Maine coast. South Freeport, charming 
hamlet, nestles beneath it, encircling the picturesque 
inner harbor. Small boats, pleasure and utility, rock 
gently on the smooth waters. 
So lacking in history, this loopholed tower is in its 
way a decided rarity. Who ever heard of a castle that 
never stood siege, never was a war lord's stronghold, nor 
harbored a fair captive? Perhaps a thousand years 
from now a learned historian will attach all sorts of 
queer tales and legends to Casco Castle, for surely it is a 
setting worthy of Viking or Norseman. As a matter of 
fact, the landmarks in the northeastern part of the 
country that we attribute to the men from the cold 
north fail to come within the class of Maine's castle as 
far as plain picturesqueness is concerned. 
Casco Castle is about one hundred feet high and 
twenty-five feet in diameter. Two smaller turrets rise 
from the sides of the main tower, giving the whole a 
business-like aspect further caused by the loopholes and 
high, narrow windows. Constructed of rough stones of 
varying shades and sizes, it presents an ancient, if de- 
ceptive, appearance. 
South Freeport is only a few miles off the Atlantic 
Highway between Portland and Brunswick. It is possible 
to detour just south of Freeport village proper, pass 
through South Freeport and re-enter the main highway at 
Freeport, a short and very interesting sidetrip along the 
coast, adding not more than five miles to the length of 
the route. The Maine desert at Freeport is nearby, two 
miles to the west of the Atlantic Highway. The Castle 
detour is to the east, making a slight duplication of travel 
necessary if one would visit both. But it is well worth 
the few extra miles. 
Contracts Awarded For Brewer 
And Burnham rJ Pittsfield Jobs 
On November 16 the Commission received bids 011 
3.32 miles of concrete and bituminous macadam road ill 
Brewer, Federal Aid Project E 103-H. 
The contract for this work, which is to be done by 
penolithic method, was awarded to the Littleton Construc- 
tion Company of Littleton, N. H. The bid price was 
$74,851.64. 
The Commission also received bids on November 16 
for 5.924 miles of concrete road in Burnham-Pittsfield, 
F. A. Project E 140-C. This contract was awarded to D. 
M. Susi of Pittsfield, Maine, at a bid price of $104,- 
414.12. 
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FOUR YEARS 
(Continued from page 5) 
Although the expenditures of this department have 
been enormous, it seems, without question, that they have 
been highly worthwhile and that the improvements will 
bring an adequate return in the commerce of our State 
and in the convenience, safety and comfort of those who 
will use our highways in coming years. The time is at 
hand, however, when we can no longer maintain the past 
rate of expenditure and we must adjust ourselves to a 
reduced highway budget. Another bond issue does not 
appear expedient for, although the total indebtedness of 
the State is comparatively small, it is better to err on the 
conservative side in any fiscal plan for a public agency. 
I believe our highway officials have shown themselves, 
in every capacity, better able to solve our many and try- 
ing road problems than any other State body. In the 
Inaugural Message of 1929, such a belief was sub- 
stantially expressed. Experience has merely strengthened 
those views given four years ago, as follows: 
"In an ideal arrangement it does not appear to me 
advisable or necessary that supervisory powers over 
highway matters should be vested in the Governor and 
Council. Vested authority of supervision may become 
interference. Real cooperation between public depart- 
ments is more likely to arise from the mutual respect 
of the public servants concerned than from a statute. It 
would be well to remove as far as possible the danger 
of political interference with this great business. The ad- 
ministration must be entrusted to a few responsible men. 
In what manner may their selection be safe-guarded? I 
believe that in their selection the traditions of judicial 
appointments should be followed-traditions which 
prompt the selection of those of unquestioned integrity, 
of proved ability, of vision, of courage, and of firmness 
to withstand any pressure of the moment in the execution 
of right. Responsibility should rest on them and they 
should have corresponding authority without interference. 
It would seem essential that while they should retain re- 
sponsibility, they have authority to delegate the details 
of administration. In other words, that they be in fact 
a board of directors to formulate policies and to super- 
vise. Their greatest responsibility would be to select and 
maintain an efficient executive force." 
-)!- ·X- -IC· ·* ·X· ·X· ·)!- 
To the incoming administration I express best wishes 
for the solution of the all-important, endless number of 
problems which are ever in evidence in our scheme of 
government, and particularly our highway problems. 
To the men and women in the Highway Department, 
and in the State's employ as a whole, I express my sin- 
cere thanks for the cooperation and help given me. It 
has been a pleasure to have been in your midst and to 
have worked with you in furthering the interests of 
Maine, its traditions and its people. 
Maine Led nation In Number 
Emploued On Hiqhuxrq Sustern 
From a tabulation made available through the current 
issue of American Highways, it is shown that Maine led 
the entire United States for the number of persons em- 
ployed on State Highway systems and in Federal Forests 
and Parks, during the month of August. 
One person out of every 59 in Maine, according to 
the table in mention, found employment either on the 
State Highway system (which for this report included 
State Highways, State Aid and Third Class roads) or in 
the Federal Park. Employment for the month, by the 
State, was 11,480; by contractors, 2,002; on National 
Forests and Parks, 15. Total 13,497 persons. 
Of the other New England States, the population per 
person employed is given as follows: New Hampshire, 
152; Vermont, 179; Massachusetts, 886; Rhode Island, 
662 ; Connecticut, 622. 
Wyoming, with 107, was second to Maine. 
Hearinqjto Consider Improving 
banqor-Breuier Bridge Approach 
The State Highway Commission has petitioned the 
Public Utilities Commission requesting improvement on 
the span at the Bangor end of the Bangor-Brewer bridge, 
where this bridge crosses the Penobscot river over the 
Maine Central Railroad tracks. It is desired to flare the 
span in order to widen the roadway at the abutment. 
The date of the hearing has been set for Wednesday, 
December 21st, in Bangor. 
The bridge is located on Route 1. 
Commission Illeets December 28th 
The next meeting of the State Highway Commission 
will be held at the offices on Wednesday, December 28th. 
Unless some unexpected matter arises, this forthcom- 
ing session will mark the last to he held by the Com- 
mission in 1932. 
HOTEL NORTH 
In The Center of The Business Section 
European Plan -- A la Carte Service 
R. G. Lynn, Prop. Augusta, Maine 
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HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION 
(Continued from page 7) 
foliage is a finer detail and this must depend upon the 
e:ff orts of individual communities or civic bodies. 
Regardless of how much we shall ever be able to do in 
highway beautification, there still remains the fact that 
our highways will never be beautiful until the sign- 
plastered trees and billboards are eliminated. 
It is a fact that many towns and villages have elimi- 
nated the bill boards by refusal of the land owners to rent 
their land for this purpose. 
TRAVELING LIBRARY 
(Continued from page 9) 
you, for you will find yourself equipped with Seven 
League Boots. 
Any way you look at it, these books are strange and 
curious creatures. Whole sections of them go traveling 
across Maine telling you how to be sick in a comfortable 
fashion. Others of them tell you how you never should 
be sick at all. Still others insist upon telling you what 
to eat, when to eat and how to eat. These health books 
are among the most intriguing of the two hundred thou- 
sand. I think that when you are listening in on the 
radio it would be wise, as a sort of corrective or guide, to 
have one or two of these books near by to help you keep 
your hand out of your pocket until you are released from 
the spell or enchantment. 
Thousands of these visitors are books of fiction sent 
out by the traveling library department. They are written 
by men and women who have imagination, understanding 
of character and the ability to see and analyze the why 
and wherefore of things in people's lives. They enrich 
your life, widen your experience, and enlarge your sym- 
pathies. In fact, good novels come to you with sincerity, 
vitality, truth and beauty. They deal with nature and 
people, and therefore are great friends and good com- 
panions. 
«THE MOST HOMELIKE HOTEL IN MAINE« 
AUGUST A HOUSE 
European Plan 
AUGUSTA HOTEL COMPANY 
Proprietors 
F. C. GATES 
Manager 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 
Some books are a joy forever. They are companions 
that delight you every day, and more, they bring you in- 
teresting and valuable information. In Magic Spades 
you go digging in all parts of the old world to find how 
people lived in the long ago. In Beneath Tropic Seas 
you discover the secrets of the great world under the 
ocean. Perhaps you would like to take a journey with 
Younghusband and find out about Life in the Stars. It 
is possible that you think our world is the only one in- 
habited. If so, you should invite this book to spend a 
week-end with you. A short time ago a Maine man sent 
me his new book The Portrait of an American. Here 
you meet William Winship, a genial host, a farmer, a 
fisherman, a book lover, a teller of stories. Only yes- 
terday a new book came to the House of Books. I am 
sure it will be read all to pieces in no time. It has a 
lovely name, A Goodly Heritage. It is a gracious and 
charming book, avowed! y written for "those millions 
among us, formed by the thirty years before the War, 
who must live, work and think in the present," an 
autobiographical narrative of life in a Maine town. 
In organizing one's life for success it is necessary to 
reinforce one's ideals. We must fill our minds with con- 
tentment so that we can concentrate upon our task. For 
this purpose no better method can be devised than coming 
into contact with the great leaders of all ages by the use 
of books. Books will give companionship with great 
minds, and thrill you with the thought of supreme en- 
deavor. Hardships, fatigue and discontent will be for- 
gotten. These great masters have reached into the un- 
known and plucked from it rare gems of thought and 
then given them a setting of imperishable beauty in 
which they shine like stars, through the darkness of the 
night, to light and cheer the wanderer on his way. 
Before I end this rambling talk, there is one hook T 
urge you to buy and never to part with. Take it on your 
journeys, fishing and hunting, or any kind of a vaca- 
tion. Keep it beside your bed. Let it be your constant 
companion. It is Modern American and British Poets. 
Here are one, two or half a dozen poems by each of the 
modern poets, just a taste of each. You don't like poetry? 
Never mind. This book will cure you of such an un- 
fortunate disease. Once you have cultivated the taste, 
poetry will give you a never ending source of joy. 
Given the slightest invitation or excuse almost any one 
of the two hundred thousand books will go visiting. If 
you are at all interested in this matter, or in any of these 
books, it is very easy to start them toward your home. 
Just send a postal card addressed to the State Library, 
Augusta, Maine, and state on it the subject in which you 
are interested. The library will at once select what they 
think is the very best book on the subject and send it to 
you. Perhaps the most marvelous part of the whole story 
is that the only cost is the few cents necessary to pay 
the parcel post. 
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UNLICENSED AUTO DRIVERS 
(Continued from page 11) 
additional men to safeguard the public on these roads 
after they are completed. There are two very important 
highways leading from the Capitol east, namely, No. 101 
and No. 102 from Augusta to Rockland and Augusta to 
Belfast. These roads in all probability will carry heavy 
traffic the coming season but there are no men to 
definite! y assign to these sections. The best we can do 
is to send men over them occasionally, taking them from 
some other important trunk line for this duty. 
Larger Force Is Urged 
I cannot too strongly recommend that the next Legis- 
lature authorize a reasonable increase in the force if it 
is to be maintained in a high state of efficiency and 
morale and be free from criticism for not performing 
duties which we are not able to perform due to lack of 
necessary personnel. 
It should be remembered that the members of the 
State Police work seven days a week the entire year, ex- 
cept two weeks vacation given them during the period of 
October 15th to May 1st. There are no half holidays 
or Sundays off for the members of the State Police; often 
times the men work twenty-four hours a day when a rush 
is on, without any rest. I sincerely trust the incoming 
Legislature will give these matters consideration. 
The present equipment of the force is in excellent con- 
dition but there are some essentials still lacking for a 
well equipped force. One is sufficient gas material and 
equipment to be used in case of riots or desperate 
criminals who might have barricaded themselves in in- 
accessible places. This equipment is quite costly and the 
department has not felt able to stand the cost of purchase. 
The second is radio. From inquiries made by the de- 
partment it appears that radio could be installed at a 
cost of approximately $10,000 which would cover the 
State and enable us to have almost instantaneous con- 
nection with practically all of the officers. It is believed 
that this should be given consideration by the Legislature. 
It is the firm belief of the department that if one or 
two cars for each District could be equipped with radio 
and men assigned to patrol the country districts nights 
it would materially reduce breaking and entering, 
larceny, and prevent many accidents which now occur. 
With our limited force this has been found impossible. 
In closing I wish to express my personal appreciation 
and the appreciation of the department to the Governor 
and Council for the consideration shown, and courtesy 
extended during the past year. 
Traffic deaths of children subject to discipline and 
safety education in schools are decreasing; deaths of 
adults are increasing. 
UTILITIES CONTROL 
(Continued from page 13) 
legislation yet been enacted for truck regulation of any 
kind. This has been the subject of much discussion and 
agitation in recent years. Many states have enacted 
legislation both as to regulation and taxation of trucks 
operating upon the highways. Maine has not yet done 
so. The railroads of this State are obliged at the present 
time to maintain their own roadbed upon their own right 
of way. Truck operators on the other hand are per- 
mitted to use the rights of way which are publicly owned 
and which have been built for public use, and not for 
private gain. The law provides that railroads shall con- 
tribute taxes toward the general governmental expenses, 
while the motor vehicle pays a fractional part of the 
cost of building and maintaining the highways in li- 
cense fees and gasoline tax, without any contribution 
toward such general governmental expenses other than a 
relative! y small property tax. The law provides that 
the railroads must file rates with the regulatory author- 
ities, which rates may not be discriminatory and must 
be fair and reasonable. Those filed rates cannot be 
changed without notice to the Commission. All must 
be treated alike. The railroad must accept all traffic 
offered, and carry it to any desired destination at the pub- 
lished tariff rates, while the motor truck operator at the 
present time is not bound by any rules, regulations, or 
restrrctions. These are some of the arguments which 
are being used in support of legislation which will 
doubtless be introduced and considered at the coming 
session of the Legislature. Usually the members of the 
Public Utilities Commission have felt that it was not 
appropriate for them to take any part in the discussion 
of proposed legislation, but rather to administer such 
laws as were placed upon the statute books when con- 
ferring jurisdiction. I personally feel, however, that it 
is wholly unfair, not only to the railroads, but to the 
people of the State of Maine at large for the highways 
to be longer made available for the operation of trucks 
without regulation, and some form of additional taxation. 
While I am not authorized to speak officially for the 
Commission as a body, I nevertheless feel that my as- 
sociates are in agreement with this position. I should. 
perhaps, make it clear that our Commission is in no 
sense looking for additional duties, or seeking to enlarge 
its jurisdiction, but should such legislation be enacted, 
reasonable provision would doubtless he made for such 
additional assistance and expense as would be necessary. 
"Settlement is held to be the reduction in depth of an 
earth embankment caused either artificially or by the 
elements and time; subsidence is the result of the sinking 
of an embankment into the soil on which it rests." 
-Georgia Highways. 
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PERFECT COORDINATION 
(Continued from page 15) 
axle or blow-out, followed by sudden ignition, may spell 
the end of usefulness for everyone involved in such ac- 
cidents. For some unaccountable reason the human race 
is heavily infected with the germ of self-destruction and 
cannot long be left to follow up its own suicidal bent. 
Long ago it was suggested that the only effective way 
of reducing speed in the highway was to place a ban 
upon the manufacture of high gears. The only alter- 
native is a rate of travel prescribed by legislative act; in 
the latter case the objectional features are the cost of 
adequate police supervision to enforce such a provision 
and the almost insurmountable difficulty of securing and 
presenting positive evidence to the already overworked 
courts. 
Then there are the parking problems of the larger 
cities and towns, in which fire protection must be main- 
tained at all hazards and at all times of day and night. 
Jn some instances the disposition of idle cars in the 
public streets makes it impossible to lay hose or secure 
direct access to hydrants. Such matters require, and 
cannot be proper! y settled without, the united coopera- 
tion of all of the supervisory authorities. Usually 
concessions are necessary on all sides and the safety and 
convenience of travel may be restricted, but the well- 
disposed operator will always welcome the opportunity 
to display his tact and good nature. Real consideration 
for others in any emergency is the finest example of 
Christian sentiment. 
Finally, there is the foot passenger, who appears to be 
a matter of secondary importance. At least many oper- 
ators so regard him and, whereas their former custom 
was to protect him with the horn rather than the brake, 
now they use neither. 
Among these pedestrians towers the hitch-hiker who 
employs the same hand to solicit a ride that that he once 
raised as a danger signal. Probably most of those who 
obtain gratuitous rides do not realize that they are ask- 
ing free and unlimited insurance protection at the same 
time. 
Maine figures show that the insuring public depends 
largely upon the other fellow for its automobile insur- 
ance, premiums for collision hazards amounting to only 
about one tenth, with similar upward trends in losses. 
How fully the entire traffic liability is covered is still a 
moot question, but comparison of premium income in- 
dicates an advance of about fourteen per centum in the 
last two years. 
The Iowa Supreme Court has declared that the routes 
of primary roads established in the state may not be 
changed after the citizens of the county have voted for 
the issuance of bonds with which to build the roads. 
-The Highway Magazine. 
Hiqhuiaq Officials And Contractors 
IDill Hold Conference ln Boston 
Representatives of the New England Highway Depart- 
ments and representatives of the New England Road 
Builders' Association are scheduled to hold a two-day 
conference in Boston, December 12-13th, for the pur- 
pose of discussing and considering various construction 
matters. 
The Maine Highway department will be represented 
by E. L. Merrill, Assistant Engineer; R. M. Page, Office 
Engineer, and E. W. Axtel, Construction Engineer. 
A foremost object of the session is to discuss highway 
specifications, to the end of establishing uniform specifi- 
cations, insofar as possible, for road construction work in 
the New England States. 
Commission Receives Bids For 
Steel IDork on Falmouth Bridge 
On November 30 the Commission received bids on the 
steel portion of the bridge over the Maine Central Rail- 
road tracks and the Presumpscot river, in Falmouth. 
The contract was awarded by the Commission to Lacka- 
wanna Steel Construction Corporation of Buffalo, N. Y., 
at a bid price of $37,008.05, subject to the approval of 
the Governor and Council. 
Bids for the balance of this work will be received 
December 7. 
THE KENNEBEC JOURNAL 
PRINT SHOP 
Among the leading activities 
of the Journal Print Shop are 
the printing of Town Reports, 
Ledger Receipts, Tax Bills 
and all classes of commercial 
and Offical Papers. 
........................ 
Call 135 
20 Willow Street Augusta, Maine 
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Iflaine Hiqhuzaq Officials 
Attend national Conference 
M AINE highway officials, returning from the eighteenth annual session of the American As- 
sociation of State Highway Officials, held in 
Washington, D. C., recently, report a most interesting 
and valuable meeting. 
Among the representatives from this State in attend- 
ance were Chairman Frank A. Peabody, of the Highway 
Commission, Chief Engineer Lucius D. Barrows and 
Bridge Engineer Max L. Wilder. All are members of 
the Association, while, in addition, Mr. Barrows serves 
as a member of the Standing Committee on Road Con- 
struction, Mr. Wilder, as a member of the Standing 
Committee on Bridges and Structures. 
Under the topic of Federal authorizations for 1934 and 
1935, a resolution was adopted recommending "that 
Federal authorizations for highway building be con- 
tinued for the fiscal years of 1934 and 1935 at the rate 
of One Hundred and Twenty-five million dollars per 
year the same as provided for the last two fiscal years" 
and that Congress be urged to take early action on the 
matter. 
Another resolution adopted was in behalf of Federal 
Funds for Forest Highways and Public Domain; while 
still another recommended that the present Federal Aid 
law be broadened so as to remove the cost per mile limi- 
tation and limitation on construction within munici- 
palities, thus permitting Federal cooperation with the 
States on any Federal Aid projects on which State funds 
may be legally used. 
Action in behalf of the extension of the Federal Aid 
System, through the recent amendment to the Federal 
Highway Act, was given approval, specifically as fol- 
lows: 
"Whereas, the recent amendment to the Federal 
Highway Act, permitting the extension of the seven per 
cent Federal Aid system in any State when that system 
has been ninety per cent improved, has proved ef- 
fective and entire! y workable; and 
"Whereas this change in the law provides ample means 
for an orderly enlargement and improvement of the 
Federal Aid system in each State as rapidly as fund be- 
comes available, therefore be it resolved". . . etc. 
The recommendation included that the amendment be 
continued without change as a part of the Federal High- 
way Act. 
Deduction from regular Federal Road Funds for 
"relief" was opposed in resolution form, the Association 
recommending that funds secured by the States under this 
provision of the Act should not be repaid by making de- 
ductions from future Federal Aid apportionments "in- 
asmuch as such deductions would constitute a diversion 
of highway funds and would necessarily curtail road 
building activities." 
Cooperation was expressed, in behalf of the Con- 
gress, in any expenditure of emergency funds to aid 
employment. 
Diversion of road funds for other uses than "highway 
construction, reconstruction and maintenance" was con- 
demned. 
It was also resolved "that the construction and main- 
tenance of local roads should not be undertaken by State 
Highway Departments, unless sufficient funds are pro- 
vided to insure adequate treatment of the local roads 
without sacrificing the standards of service of the primary 
highway system." 
Other resolutions adopted included: Administration 
of State Funds for Secondary Roads; Evasion of Gas 
Tax; Needed Uniform Highway Traffic Laws; Opposing 
Designating U. S. Numbered Routes bv Name; Urging 
Topographic Survey Work. 
The matter of gross weight, dimensions and speed for 
vehicles operating on the highways was, likewise, con- 
sidered by tbe Association and certain standards set forth 
in detail. 
workmen, with 
modern precision equipment, 
produce the halftones, etch- 
ings and color plates that r 
"tell your story in pictures, / 
leaving nothing untold." 
Over 25 years of constant 
and successful effort to im- 
prove our product have 
qualified us to meet your 
most exacting requirements. 
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national <Traj]ic Sajetq 
Contest Planned For 1933 
A NATIONAL Traffic Safety Contest for 1933 similar in plan to the one now in progress but guided by 
several new and important rules will be launched 
January 1. The unusual success and popularity of the 
contest this year, which started scores of American cities 
toward a successful solution of their traffic problems, will 
in all probability make this unique race an annual in- 
stitution. 
The population groups will remain the same except 
that the lower limit will be raised from 1,000 population 
to 2,500. During the present contest the Committee 
found that the very small communities were not in a 
position to take an active part in the race. The smallest 
group, then, will include all places between 2,500 and 
10,000 population and the complete grouping will be as 
follows: Over 500,000, 250,000 to 500,000, 100,000 to 
250,000, 50,000 to 100,000, 25,000 to 50,000, 10,000 to 
25,000, 2,500 to 10,000. 
The most important change in the present rules is a 
requirement that all cities make monthly reports of all 
fatal and personal injury motor vehicle accidents classi- 
fied by age and type of accident. This report is called 
for in the Standard Monthly Report Form and it will 
not be difficult for any city to meet this requirement. 
Any cities 60 days in arrears on such reports will be auto- 
matically dropped, but may be reinstated on making full 
reports later. This may cut down the number of cities 
nominally participating, the Committee concedes, but it 
will increase the value of the contest to those who do 
participate. Most cities in the present contest make such 
reports, but a few do not. - 
Another important improvement is that the Mayor of 
a city may, if he wishes, designate two "contact" men 
instead of one as formerly. It will be suggested to him 
that he select one to handle the engineering and enforce- 
ment items, including statistics, and a second to super- 
vise the educational work. It would be expected, though 
not required, that the former would be a city official and 
the latter an official of the local organization sponsoring 
the campaign. This improvement was suggested after it 
was found in the present contest that some of the contact 
men who are city officials are not completely familiar 
with the educational work in their communities while 
others, who represent local organizations, are not entire! y 
Circulars giving all details of the contest are now be- 
ing printed and will be distributed during the coming 
month to the contact man in each city now entered, and 
to the mayor or city manager in each other city over 
10,000. There will be no general solicitation of cities 
under l 0,000 but an entry form will be sent on request 
to any such city over 2,500 or to lists of such cities sub- 
mitted to the National Safety Council by cooperating 
organizations. Registration will commence immediately. 
The 1932 Contest, now entering its final month, has 
more than come up to expectations. There are 442 cities 
entered and by far the majority have participated actively 
-even intensely. Many cities which until this year had 
carried on little or no safety work have started campaigns 
which are bringing results in accident reduction. 
Judging for the present contest will begin shortly after 
the first of the year when all reports are in and awards 
will be made as soon as the winners are determined. 
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! On The Waldoboro Job i ! i 
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The camera catches three random views of the progress 
being made on the new highway location, Route 1, in 
Waldoboro. That part of the construction shown here is 
being carried on by W. H. Hinman, Inc. 
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Improved Roads Bring 
Paq Checks To Motorists 
By E. E. DUFFY 
I T isn't all outgo when the motorist pays his license fee and gasoline tax. 
Authoritative statements from various state highway 
departments say that the motorist comes out on the long 
end of the deal. The building of improved roads, it is 
shown, reduces car operating costs and from that one 
point alone the motorist gets back more than he pays 
out. 
The State Highway Commission of Missouri fathers the 
statement that the average motorist in that state is saved 
$30 a year over and above his license fee and gas tax 
payments. On that basis the roads on the Missouri state 
system, which includes 3,100 miles of concrete, are re- 
turning $22,500,000 a year to the state's road users. The 
total saving during the last eleven years, after deducting 
all tax costs, is held at $100,000,000. 
Although California is humorously thought of as a 
state of somewhat extravagant claims, there is no exag- 
geration in the state's announcement that her good high- 
ways, up to the middle of 1930, saved $54,000,000 to 
motorists. 
California's State Highway Department calculates per 
mile savings in car operating costs over improved roads 
on a very conservative basis, and then cuts the whole 
total in two. California has 1,900 miles of concrete. 
Frank T. Sheets, chief engineer of the Illinois State 
Highway Department, relates that Illinois' state highway 
system, nearly all concrete paved, reduces car operating 
costs $73,000,000 a year. This is $25,000,000 more than 
motor car users pay out in taxes. 
Such facts as these compose irrefutable evidence 
that highways are self-supporting, road authorities claim. 
'fhe large savings due to good roads lift highways out of 
the class of most government activities in that the indi- 
vidual is directly benefited. There is a growing recog- 
nition that the license fee as well as the gasoline tax is 
not a tax in the ordinary sense, but rather a charge for 
service. The individual doesn't pay these charges un- 
less he uses the roads. When he travels the always more 
or less expensive cost of motoring is reduced because of 
improved travelways made possible by the license fee 
and the gasoline toll. 
"I see you've given up teaching your wife to drive." 
"Yes, we had an accident." 
"What happened?" 
"I told her to release her clutch and she let go of the 
steering wheel."-Mississippi Highways. 
Oldest Road ln U. S. 
Six thousand years is probably a conservative estimate 
of the age of the road that, in two branches, comes into 
the United States in the southwest corner of Texas. 
Geologists claim that the region around the El Paso Val- 
ley of the Rio Grande has changed little in 10,000 years, 
while geologists and archaeologists both, agree that the 
oldest peoples used the trails now known as U. S. 62 and 
U. S. 80 close to El Paso, Texas, and as U. S. 85 north of 
El Paso. U. S. 85 crosses the western part of North 
Dakota through Bowman and the Bad Lands and Willis- 
ton.-N orth Dakota Highway Bulletin. 
A_ ramera view submitted by :Jfrs. Annie L. Bates, of Wells, show- 
ing a section of the rotui between Break Neck Hill ancl Buff urns Il ili, 
in Wells. The termer hill gets its name from the ti·aclition that an 
ox once fell there, brealcina its neck. The road shown was built in 
1931. 
Ownership of automobiles by city people will increase 
with the coming of better street surfaces and other motor 
facilities, is the opinion of John A. Massen, Chicago 
alderman, who recently reported on his three-year traffic 
survey, writes E. E. Duffy. Alderman Massen said: 
"Hard roads made possible the automobile and its mil- 
lions in annual revenue. If city routes can be given a 
reasonable proportion of the efficiency possessed by the 
ordinary rural highways a new era in urban automobile 
use will be introduced and thus the investment will be 
directly reproductive." 
( 
( 
Not so very long ago, ten to twelve thousand miles 
was all that could be expected of a tire. In these days, 
due to smoother roads and helter tire construction, twenty 
to thirty thousand miles represents the minimum life of a 
tire. Factors that add to the life of tires also add to the 
life of cars and mean the saving of many dollars each 
year to automobile owners.-W yoming Highway Bulletin. 
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Legislators of Fortu-three States 
To Studu (3asoline Tax Problem 
Forty-three state legislatures will hold. regularly sched- 
uled sessions in 1933, and it already appears inevitable 
that in almost every one of them some effort will be 
launched either to bring about an increased gasoline tax 
levy or to divert gasoline tax proceeds from the normal 
and lawful highway uses to which they should be applied. 
Confounded with an unquestioned need for unemploy- 
ment relief-and driven to exorbitant tax cover to 
strengthen their appeals to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation for slices of the $300,000,000 for relief loans 
to states-legislators are tending to turn first to an estab- 
lished avenue of revenue which is broad and easy and has 
already been subject to flagrant grabbing, an additional 
levy on the automobilist. 
But they are overlooking the fact that the good gasoline 
tax horse is by way of being ridden to death, and this 
once abundant source of public money is gradually being 
dried up to the serious jeopardy of the important auto- 
mobile industry. Already, before the new sessions get to 
their work of hiking and diverting, the average gasoline 
tax rate for the United States exceeds 5 cents for every 
gallon sold, a price far above the wholesale value of the 
product, while multiplication of various levies in some 
sections has run up the totals to a level above retail value. 
Motorists are beginning to awaken to the many injustices 
and the incongruous angles of this means of raising 
revenue and the inequitable methods of distributing the 
moneys so collected. 
Populist doctrine and demagogic attacks upon owner- 
ship of the automobile-a veritable business necessity in 
the average case--have inclined too many citizens and 
legislators alike to regard the gasoline tax as something 
outside the pale of regular taxes, something that can suc- 
cessfully escape the unavoidable trend toward exhaustion, 
a figurative Bay of Portugal without economic bottom. 
To aid trade revival in the automobile industry and the 
oil fields it is patent that revision of gasoline tax rates 
should be downward from their present too-high level. 
Unemployment relief is vital and must be legislated, but 
it is manifest! y wrong to wring the life out of specific 
important industries while lavish tax spending for ordi- 
nary political purposes goes on unabated. 
-Chicago I ournal of Commerce. 
When the traffic light turns green the motorist has the 
right to "go," but according to the supreme court of 
Pennsylvania, "It does not mean that the person receiving 
the signal may proceed without a care or thought as to 
the safety of others who may be in his path." 
-The Highway Magazine. 
Report of Secretaru Illarkham 
Shows Ileed of Federal Aid 
Facts cited to the members of The American Associa- 
tion of State Highway Officials by W. C. Markham, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, in his annual report, show the need for 
continuance of Federal Aid on a large scale, not only be- 
cause of road needs, but also because of employment. 
Mr. Markham states: "Only 40 per cent of the roads 
on all the state highway systems had a dustless surface or 
better January 1, 1932. 
"Only 99,538 miles of pavement were on all the state 
highway systems January 1, 1932, out of a total mileage 
of 347,867. 
"Roughly speaking" continued Mr. Markham, "14 per 
cent of all roads are on the state highway systems, where- 
as 5 years ago state systems were comprised of 10 per 
cent of the total mileage. This growth in mileage has re- 
sulted in increased costs to the states. 
"In August, 1932, an average road building month, 
333,000 men were employed in state highway work di- 
rectly on the job, including Federal Aid projects. This 
means that one out of every 367 persons in the United 
States was earning his livelihood through state road con- 
struction by direct work, while there were at least two 
men preparing and transporting material to the jobs, 
making in all at least 1,000,000 men given employment 
for state road work only. If for no other reason than the 
provision of jobs Federal Aid should be continued on its 
present basis", concluded Mr. Markham. 
The ffioan Of The Low Bidder 
My lump sum bid is low, you say? 
How much? Five thousand! ! ! Well, I'll lay 
A bet with anyone that I - forgot and didn't multiply, 
Or else I've left the profit out, 
Great balls of tar! That's it, no doubt. 
How did the unit prices run? 
My gosh! I'm low on every one! ! ! 
I'm low on earth; I'm low on rock; 
I'm low on borrow - - - that's a shock. 
They've got my check for ten per cent, 
And now I'm stuck, that's evident. 
Who's going to inspect the job? Oh, I know him, the 
dirty slob! 
He wouldn't give a guy a break-and all he does is 
bellyache. 
Aw, shucks! Come on, let's move some dirt, 
Here's one more time I lost my shirt. 
-Weekly Bulletin, Carolinas Branch, A. G. C. of A. 
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OUR OUJil 
DOX POPULl 
SMITH SCHOOL 
State Street 
Augusta, Maine 
December 6, 1932 
Editor, 
MAINE HIGHWAYS, 
State House, 
Augusta, Maine. 
Dear Sir: 
While looking for something 
new to use m my geography 
classes, I purchased a copy of 
MAINE HIGHWAYS at a news stand. 
I found an extremely interesting 
article, "The Glacial Plains of 
Maine," a subject we have dis- 
cussed frequently in class, and as- 
signed the topic to a pupil, receiv- 
ing a splendid report today. 
I have been wondering if there 
might be available back numbers, 
of no particular use to you, which 
we might have for school work? 
I would greatly appreciate any 
suggestions. 
Very truly yours, 
AIMEE L. CULLEY, 
Geography and History 
Teacher, Seventh Grade. 
A free subscription for the re- 
mainder of your school year, and 
Merry Christmas!-Ed. 
One of the surpnsmg facts 
about ice dangers is that the death 
list runs particularly high in semi- 
s o u t h e r n states bordering the 
really cold zones. If only curves, 
severe grades and main crossings 
could be protected, many lives 
would be saved, it is believed. 
Highway officials are starting 
earlier this year to give the motor- 
ing public all the protection pos- 
sible. 
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Maline Jiighways is published each month under 
direction of the Maine State Highway Commission, 
State House, Augusta, Maine. Permission is 
granted to reprint any matter contained herein, if 
properly credited. Advertising- rates furnished on 
request. Submitted material must be accom- 
panied by adequate postage to insure return and 
all communications should be addressed to the 
Editor. This magazine is sent gratis to a limited 
list. Subscription rates, one dollar per annum; 
single copies, ten cents. Members of Maine State 
Highway Commission : Frank A. Peabody, Edward 
E. Farnsworth, Willis E. Swift. 
B. l\IORTON lIAVl!lY, Editor. 
State to Sponsor 
lluletide (3reeting 
Mother Maine will give a warm 
welcome, during the Christmas 
season, to her sons and daughters 
who return to the state from their 
abodes in other places and from 
journeys away from home. 
The welcome will be expressed 
m a beautiful Yuletide display, 
which will be located in Kittery, 
facing the incoming stream of 
motor traffic that moves over the 
interstate Memorial Bridge. 
The display will be in the form 
of a huge evergreen reproduction 
of the map of Maine. Across the 
face of this map there will be in- 
scribed in electrically illuminated 
red letters, the words, "Welcome 
Home." Above the map there will 
be a large panel, also fashioned of 
evergreen, in which there will be 
shown in lighted letters the greet- 
ing, "Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year." The map and panel 
will be flanked, on both sides, by 
towering Christmas trees m the 
green boughs of which there will 
be seen hundreds of gleaming, 
twinkling Christmas lights. 
The welcoming Christmas dis- 
play as described above was 
planned by the Maine Develop- 
ment Commission and was erected 
by the State Agricultural Depart- 
ment. It is the first time, so far as 
is known to the editor of this 
magazine, that any state has 
sponsored such a Christmas ob- 
servance. 
The automobile is now the heav- 
iest taxed non-luxury article in the 
country. Some 16 different forms 
of taxes are imposed on the manu- 
facture, sale and use of motor ve- 
hicles. The annual tax amounts 
to 25 per cent of the average value 
of a car during its seven-year life. 
In some states truck taxes amount 
to as much as $2,000 annually for 
a single vehicle. 
+-Arizona Highways. 
100 YEARS EXPERIENCE ... 
The Lawrence Portland Cement Com- 
pany, manufacturers of DRAG 0 N 
Super Cement, is the heritage of a 
business which commenced activities 
with the manufacturer of natural 
cement in 1832. 
*Trade Mark Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
Dragon Super Cement* is a super ce- 
ment in more respects than that of high 
early strength. It also produces high 
ultimate strength concrete, extra hard con- 
crete, watertight concrete, and concrete 
more resistant to acids, alkalis, sea 
waler, sulphur waler, and other forms 
of severe exposure. 
But that is not all ... Before harden- 
ing, Dragon Super Cement mixtures 
are unusually plastic, and remain plas- 
tic for an extended period for a rapid 
hardening cement. Because of this fea- 
ture no admixtures are required to fa- 
cilitate placement in thin sections con- 
taining closely spaced reinforcing, to 
prevent segregation in transportation 
by truck or thru chutes, or to obtain 
the maximum results in finishing. 
Dragon Super Cement, despite these 
additional features, costs no more than 
other high early strength portland ce- 
ments. Try it on your next job. 
LAWRENCE PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 
Manufacturers of Dragon Portland Cement for more than 40 years 
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